Unit Summary:  Cultural Anthropology

Expected Learning Outcomes:

· Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied.

· Students will demonstrate an understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of cultures studied and their own.

· Students will be able to take on the perspective of another and look objectively at American culture.

· Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author distinguishes his or her position from that of others.

· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

· Determine and clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words words and phrases.

· Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Texts and Resources:

“Pompeii” by Robert Silverberg

“Finding Machu Picchu” by Heather Pringle, National Geographic

“The Sacred Rac” (Modified) by Pat Hughes

“Chinese Foot Binding” (Excerpts) by James Crites

Web Sources:

“Herakles, United”: http://articles.boston.com/2011-09-24/yourtown/30198640_1_mfa-turkish-officials-loading-dock
The Global Playground: http://theglobalplayground.org/marketing/downloads/TeacherToolkit.pdf
General Procedures:

· Introduce the concept of ANTHROPOLOGY through root words

· Through the previously mentioned non-fiction resources, expose students to a variety of anthropological essays and articles, focusing specifically on tone, word choice, and point of view.

· Introduce and reinforce high-frequency and domain specific vocabulary throughout unit, challenging students to carry over and apply vocabulary from previous assignments.

· Write a 5-paragraph expository essay (in the style of “The Sacred Rac”) examining American culture from the perspective of an “other.”

Final Outcome:

5-Paragraph Creative Expository Essay 

Sometimes it is difficult to look at our own culture through the eyes of someone else.  It is easy to understanding that “others” are different than “us.”  However, it is more difficult to understand that WE are the “other” to other cultures, who also have their own ways of thinking and being.  

Choose an aspect of American culture, just as Pat Hughes did in “The Sacred Rac,” to examine from the eyes of someone who has never encountered these customs, traditions, or aspects of American culture.

